
Around the World
Did you know that Dow has sites in 36 countries? Dow’s six sites across Louisiana are a part of  
the Company’s 197 sites across the world. From California to Germany… from China to Spain… 
each day, Dow employees are making an impact in their local communities. In this edition, read 
about Dow’s Olympic partnership. 

As parents of  a son with Down syndrome, David Koscielniak 
and wife Kate are no strangers to volunteering for people with 
special needs. It’s a labor of  love that ultimately led to David being 
recognized as one of  20 Dow Champions of  Inclusion. The honor 
recognizes Dow employees from around the world who dedicate 
time and effort to community involvement for individuals with 
disabilities, and resulted in a trip to the London 2012 Paralympic 
Games.

“It is humbling to be a part of  Champions of  Inclusion,” says 
David, who volunteers as a coach in a basketball league for people 
with disabilities. He also cheers on his son, who competes as a 
swimmer in Special Olympics events. 

“I volunteer because I love seeing the people I help having fun and 
participating,” he says. “That’s already reward enough for me.”

Nevertheless, David and the other Champions of  Inclusion were 
rewarded with a trip to the London 2012 Paralympic Games this 
past summer.

For David and Kate, their first trip across the pond to London was 
both eye opening and memorable.

“The Opening Ceremonies were fantastic,” says 
David. “It was a real honor to be there for the 
Paralympics, representing Dow and cheering on these 
athletes. I even saw the queen of  England at the 
Opening Ceremonies.”

Beyond attending Paralympic events, David and 
Kate took time to tour London and visit some of  the 
more famous historical sites, including the Tower 
of  London, Westminster Abbey and Henry VIII’s 
home at Hampton Court. The London locals, 
David says, also made the trip memorable.

“Everybody we talked to and met in London was over-the-top 
nice,” he says. “They were really welcoming and friendly to us, 
everywhere we went. Plus, it was incredible to see their enthusiasm 
and pride for the Olympic and Paralympic Games.” 

Games and tourism aside, David says it was particularly gratifying 
to meet fellow Dow employees who are dedicated to community 
service.

“We met Dow employees from around the world from different 
cultures, but with one thing in common: they devote their time 
to assisting individuals with disabilities,” says David. “They 
unselfishly give their time and effort to help others. It’s truly 
impressive to see this spirit of  caring connect around the world.”

David plans on visiting London again. In the meantime, he 
continues to volunteer as a basketball coach and look for other 
opportunities to get involved.

“Kate and I continue to work with individuals with disabilities and 
look forward to continued participation in this area both on and 
off  the job,” he says.
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At the London 2012 Paralympic Games,  
David and Kate Koscielniak met Dow  

employees from other countries who share  
their interest in volunteering.




