
“In your first two weeks in country, your enemy watches you,” says 
infrastructure technician Andrew Fry. “The better your tactics are, 
the less likely you are to get attacked.”

Fry, a nine-year Dow employee at its Pittsburg location, was 
recounting his tour of  duty in Iraq in 2009. He was stationed in 
Ar Ramadi and Fallujah for seven months with the Marine Corp’s 
2/23 Echo Company. For Andrew and his infantry unit, extreme 
training prepared them for life in Iraq. It also prepared them for 
the realities of  combat and life thousands of  miles from home.

That’s when inventory controller Malinda Lopez and Andrew’s 
wife, Leslie, had an idea: send care packages for the troops. 

“Many of  us were already sending care packages to people we 
knew in Afghanistan and Iraq,” says Malinda. “We thought 
it would be fun to get more people involved at Dow and send 
packages to Andrew and his unit.”

Dubbed Operation: Andrew, Malinda spread word of  the care 
package project throughout the Pittsburg location and the response 
was overwhelming. In addition to needful items such as socks 
and deodorant, people also contributed beef  jerky, chewing gum, 
playing cards and much more.

“We just wanted to give them a little something from home to help 
them get through their days over there,” she says. “They’re over 
there, protecting us, and we just want them to be able to have a 
little fun while they’re doing it.”

To show its gratitude to the troops serving, the company paid for 
the packaging and shipping of  the care packages; a gesture that 
meant a lot to both Andrew and Malinda. Additionally, when 

Andrew returned to work, he received a Marine Corps flag signed 
by many of  the Pittsburg employees, including Dow Chairman 
and CEO Andrew Liveris.

“It’s a big deal to get mail out there,” he says. “Everyone was 
excited to get these packages. It was nice of  the people of  Dow to 
spend so much time putting these together. We certainly appreciate 
it.”

Since returning home, Andrew and others have formed a veterans 
group at the Pittsburg location to continue supporting those who 
served and who continue to serve. Though fairly new, Andrew says 
the group is growing and organizing community service events.

“We currently have about 12 members,” says Andrew. “We held a 
Veterans Day event and are preparing to both collect toys for the 
Marine Corps’ Toys for Tots program and send care packages to 
troops for the holidays.”
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Right: Andrew Fry holds a flag signed by his Dow family.

Below: Members of the newly formed Dow Pittsburg veterans 
group.




