
Experience Nature Firsthand
Gulf coast bird observatory showcases wetlands habitat
Imagine a classroom dedicated to nature where the desks and 
chairs are replaced with guided nature paths and hands-on 
opportunities to interact with the environment. A classroom not 
bound by four walls or confined to a computer, but a place bathed 
in sunlight and teeming with all the wonders of  nature. 

In this classroom, students don’t simply read about migratory 
birds, butterflies and the tiny organisms that live in the water, they 
experience them. Best of  all, this Outdoor Classroom already 
exists at the Gulf  Coast Bird Observatory.

“Between the observation tower and the dipping decks 
(designated areas for people to skim the water for insects and 
other creatures), people who visit the Outdoor Classroom will get 
their hands dirty, exploring nature and watching the animals,” 
says Cecilia Riley, executive director of  the Gulf  Coast Bird 
Observatory. “No matter your age, this Outdoor Classroom will 
reawaken your curiosity about nature.”

The Classroom showcases the importance of  wetlands to birds 
and other wildlife – including humans. Set on more than 34 
acres in Lake Jackson, Texas, the Observatory formally dedicated 
the Outdoor Classroom in June to recognize funders, including 
Dow Texas Operations, who contributed to the project. It also 
includes the Wetland Education Deck, Wetland & Forest Canopy 

Observation Tower overlooking the 1.5-acre Heron’s Haunt 
wetland and interpretive signage to provide detailed information 
about the land and its inhabitants. 

Visits to the Observatory have doubled since the opening of  the 
Outdoor Classroom. Cecilia anticipates it will also lead to greater 
flexibility in planning nature-related events.

 “With Dow’s generous contribution, we are able to better 
educate visitors to the Observatory about all the nature around 
us,” says Cecilia. “The Outdoor Classroom showcases the 
importance of  the wetlands, the creatures that live here and how 
migratory birds use these bottomlands as a ‘rest area’.” 

Right: The Gulf Coast Bird Observatory in Lake Jackson, Texas 
dedicated its new Outdoor Classroom in June.

Below: Visitors to the Observatory can learn about nature  
firsthand on self-guided trails.
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